The issue of the rights and power of women looks quite different from the per spective of someone who grew up in a so ciety where Marie Curie had received two Nobel Prizes, Rosa Luxemburg had been a Member of Parliament, Kathe Kollwitz was a Member of the Academy of Arts, and Krupskaya was known as one of the leaders of the Russian revolution. Moreover, as I grew up in Berlin under the Weimar Repub lic, not only the pediatricians but also the dentists I knew were largely women. Later, I studied the works of Anna Freud, Melanie Klein, Ruth Mack Brunswick, Marie Bona parte, Mme. Sechehaye, and others. I never thought of women as in any way inferior to men but of men and women mutually respecting one another.
When I came to North America, I found a very different situation. From my per spective, the society seemed to be dominated by women. The values of this society seemed to be still largely those shaped by Queen Victoria for almost a century. Prohibition and censorship of pornography were hardly based on the desires of men. Education of both boys and girls up to puberty was almost exclusively in the hands of women who had thus the 'power' to instill their values into the next generation. There were a large number of dual standards, of which inequality in pay for equal jobs was only one. Other dual standards consisted of the differences in attitude and treatment of male and female homosexuals, 'tomboys' and 'sis sies,' men seducing girls under age and women seducing boys under age, informing girls about menstruation and informing boys about nocturnal emissions, individual free dom in dressing, and many other issues.
But in the middle and upper classes in North America, as compared to the German and Swiss societies in which I lived previ ously, the most striking feature of 'woman's power' seems to be her way of push ing and manipulating men. There is a lot of truth in the joke that the husband makes the big decisions, such as what to do about Vietnam and whether to send a man ned or unmanned spaceship to Mars, while the wives make the minor decisions such as what kind of a job the husband should move up to, where the family ought to live, what sized house to buy, when to get a new and bigger car, and so on. It is the women who push the men to keep up with the Joneses. As Erikson and Bettelheim have stated, many North American mothers raise their children with the feeling that father is a failure and that the sons have to do better than their fathers did, while the German mother told her son: "If you become half as successful as your father, you will be alright."
One of the results of the Victorian values was that mothers raised their daughters with the idea that sexual intercourse was pleasur able only to men. As long as women be lieved that, they could use sex as a mer-chandise which they could sell. And as long as the boys who were raised by these same mothers believed that women cannot enjoy sex, the men were willing to pay for it. As Harold Greenwald once pointed out, as long as a woman uses sex to obtain anything other than pleasure, be it money, a mink coat, marriage, or even 'love', she is a prosti tute. However, once a woman engages in sex only because she enjoys it, she has lost her bargaining 'power.'
From the perspective of someone raised in central Europe between the two World Wars, North American women certainly have more power than their European sis ters. The proponents of Women's Liberation do not seem to realize that if they achieve their goals they will lose some of the power women have had on this continent in the past.
One of the signs of emotional maturity is the ability to accept compromise. This ability is not very noticeable among those who are shouting loudest for change today. They have not yet recognised that every change has a price. Most of the revolutionaries still believe they can have their cake and eat it. If in order to obtain equal educa tional and job opportunities, equal pay, equal status and equality in the various forms of sexual relationships some women are ready to give up the manipulative and bargaining power which they have had in the past in North America, many men will enjoy their newly gained freedom -and many women will fight it.
To know the pains of power we must go to those who have it; to know its pleasures, we must go to those who are seeking it. -
The pains of power are real; its pleasures imaginary.
Caleb C. Colton 1780-1832
